Summer Reading List for First Graders 

**Children should read at least 10 books from this list during the summer. The second grade teacher will be doing a follow up assignment for the books that are read.
Books About Friends 
Frog and Toad Are Friends by Arnold Lobel (Harper Collins, 1970). 
This classic features the escapades of Frog and Toad, an adorable amphibious duo 

who are the best of friends. Your child will love these five stories about friendship that include adventures such as feeling embarrassed when wearing a bathing suit, waiting for mail, finding a lost button and waking up from hibernation in the spring. Caldecott Honor Book, 1971. 64 pages. 
Reading Level: Kindergarten, Read Aloud; Grades 1-2, Read to Self. 

Ivy and Bean by Annie Barrows, illustrated by Sophie Blackall (Chronicle Books, 2007). 
A sure hit with kids starting chapter books. Parents need to know the award-winning book is about making a new friend, learning about differences and sharing an adventure. On the surface these girls appear very different. One wears dresses and reads books, the other has a sassy mouth and likes to get dirty. Some sibling issues occur, including fighting with an older sister, stealing her money, playing tricks on her and calling her names like "tightwad." With its over-sized print, frequent black-and-white illustrations and easy-to-follow plot, this first book in the series is a great beginning chapter book for kids who are just emerging from early readers. 120 pages. Awards: ALA Notable Children's Book, Booklist — Editor's Choice, Kirkus Reviews — Best Early Chapter Books. 
Read the complete review on the Common Sense Media Web site. 
Read Aloud: Age 5. Read Alone: Ages 6-9. 


My Best Friend by Pat Hutchins (Greenwillow, 1993). 
This playful story shows that two little girls can be friends and appreciate each other even though they are good at doing different things. You child will enjoy this book over and over again. 32 pages.
Reading Level: Grades K-1, Read Aloud. 

There Is a Bird on Your Head! by Mo Willems (Hyperion Books for Children, 2007). 
Bespeckled and a little stressed out, pessimistic Gerald the elephant has the look of a worried old man while his upbeat friend Piggie is much more kid-like and exuberant. Together they make a great pair, in much the same way as Frog and Toad. The language is simple and repetitive enough for beginning readers to enjoy. And the humor will hold their interest while they struggle with the harder parts. This book is so much fun that even struggling readers will want to read it over and over again, especially if they are able to share parts with another reader. And, happily, this is only one of several in the Elephant and Piggie series. 64 pages.
Read Aloud: Age 4. Read Alone: Age 5. 


Widget  by Lyn Rossiter McFarland, illustrated by Jim McFarland (Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2006).
Widget, a homeless dog, wanders into a delightful house filled with food and warm beds. The only problem is that the food and beds belong to six hostile cats. Widget, a clever dog, convinces the cats that he fits in by learning to meow and purr. If your child loves animals, he is sure to enjoy this delightful tale.
First-grader Read to Self. 

Books About the Joy of Reading 

The Boy Who Loved Words by Roni Schotter, illustrated by Giselle Potter (Random House, 2006). 
In this book, a word-loving boy spreads the wealth. Parents need to know that there's nothing to be concerned about and much to be learned in this introduction to the joy of words. Families who read this book could discuss words. What makes some words so much fun? How does knowing a lot of words help? What are some of your favorite words? Together you can also learn the words in the book's glossary and try using them in everyday life whenever you can. Also, how about starting your own collections of wonderful words? 35 pages. 
Read the complete review on the Common Sense Media Web site. 
Read Aloud: 5 Read Alone: 7+. Common Sense Media 

Carlo and the Really Nice Librarian by Jessica Spanyol (Candlewick, 2004). 
Little giraffe Carlo is very excited to go to the library with his dad, but feels very shy of the librarian, Mrs. Chinca, who happens to be a crocodilian! Once Carlo learns how knowledgeable about books she is, the two become fast friends. 

Edward and the Pirates Written and illustrated by David McPhail (Little, Brown, 1997). 
When Edward discovers a mysterious, dusty book on pirates hidden away on a shelf in the library, he can't wait to get it home. When pirates come to his room looking for the secret to hidden treasure, he realizes how precious the gift of reading can be. 

Books About Nature 

The Apple Pie That Papa Baked by Lauren Thompson, illustrated by Jonathan Bean (Simon & Schuster, 2007).
The Apple Pie That Papa Baked is as homey as Grandma's kitchen, yet it's modern, rich and even scientific. In simple language that is also poetic and true, Thompson tells the heartwarming story of how the apple pie comes to be, including a quick introduction to the whole ecological web of life. And, as a final loving touch, she adds that the true enjoyment comes in sharing the pie with all the creatures on the farm. With that, the circle is made complete. 32 pages.
Read Aloud: Age 5. Read Alone: Age 6. 


Bear Snores On by Karma Wilson, illustrated by Jane Chapman (Simon & Schuster, 2003).
One by one, cold and hungry forest animals take refuge in brown bear's cave. He snores on as they light a fire, pop popcorn, and brew tea. This delightful rhyming book with beautiful full-page illustrations and an unforgettable ending will capture your child's interest. 32 pages.
First-grader Read to Self. 

The Big Snow by Berta and Elmer Hader (Alladin, 2005). 
This classic Caldecott winner from 1949 illustrates how winter comes to the woods and how the animals make their preparations. While geese fly south, squirrels look for food and shelter and discover that a friendly neighbor in a nearby stone house has left some provisions to add to their winter feast. As quiet and beautiful as a snowflake. 48 pages. 


Diary of a Wombat by Jackie French, illustrated by Bruce Whatley (Clarion Books, 2003).
This humorous diary takes the wombat's point of view as he describes his daily life. In particular, he explains how he trains his neighboring humans to give him the food he likes. 32 pages.
First-grader Read to Self. 

The Snow Leopard by Jackie Morris (Frances Lincoln, 2007). 
Very rarely do absolutely gorgeous picture books like this come along. This original, mystical, mountain story tells of a boy who dreams and hears a leopard, once human, that "sang the stars to life." When intruders invade their hidden valley, the leopard passes on both his protective song and his animal form to the boy. Fantastic prose and magical illustrations make this picture book an instant classic. 32 pages. 


Winter's Eyes by Douglas Florian (Greenwillow, 1999). 
Winter Eyes is a beautifully illustrated collection of poems about winter. Each poem celebrates some aspect of winter such as sledding, icicles, woolen socks and the mood of a blustery day. Your child is bound to find at least one poem that introduces her to the joys of a snowy winter or reminds her of a favorite winter activity. 

Books About School 
Clementine by Sara Pennypacker, illustrated by Marla Frazee (Hyperion, 2006). 
Move over, Ramona — here comes Clementine. The main character, Clementine, is a precocious third-grader who frequently gets into mischief, though with the good intention to solve problems. In one week she "fixes" her friend's hair by cutting it all off, helps out the principal by answering her phone and pays attention in class by watching the janitor embrace the lunch lady. A wide age range will enjoy this book and enjoy reading it aloud, from the emergent kindergartner reader up to third-graders. 144 pages. 
Read the complete review on the Common Sense Media Web site. 
Read Aloud: 5, Read Alone: 7+. 

The Dot by Peter Reynolds (Candlewick Press, 2003). 
Perfectionism, insecurity, getting started — these are all important topics for budding students to think about, and discuss with their parents. 32 pages. 
Read the complete review on the Common Sense Media Web site. 
Publisher's Recommended Reading Level: 4-8, Read Aloud: 4+, Read Alone: 6+. 

Emily's First 100 Days of School by Rosemary Wells (Hyperion Books for Children, 2000). 
Count the first one hundred days of school with Emily in this fun, fact-filled book. Children will love learning about Emily's days at school as she learns the alphabet, sings, reads and dances. The oversized format of this book makes the bright illustrations pop off the pages. 64 pages. 

Little Cliff's First Day of School by Clifton L. Taulbert, illustrated by E.B. Lewis (Puffin, 2003). 
Little Cliff does not want to go to first grade. He does not want to leave his toys or his family. However, once he sees his friends and hears everyone having a good time, he quickly changes his mind. Any child who has felt ambivalent about starting school will appreciate this story. 32 pages. PBS Bookfinder 

Stella, Queen of the Snow by Marie Louise Gay (Groundwood, 2000). 
It's young Sam's first snowfall, and he has plenty of questions. Luckily for him, his big sister Stella has a seemingly endless supply of imaginative answers. For instance, when Sam wonders what has happened to the pond near their house, Stella explains that it's frozen "like a giant silver popsicle." And when breath turns into fog when it's cold out? Well, according to Stella, that's because your words freeze and "every word has a different fog shape." With her quirky outlook and boundless imagination, Stella offers young readers a fun and unconventional take on winter. 32 pages. Click here to buy the book on Powells.com. 
Sheila Ashdown and the Kids' Team at Powells.com 

Silliness and Humor 

Diary of a Worm by Doreen Cronin, illustrated by Harry Bliss (Joanna Cotler Books, 2003). 
No child can resist the young baseball cap wearing worm whose diary chronicles his everyday adventures — whether it's playing with his friend spider, teasing his sister, or doing the first part of the Hokey Pokey with his classmates. Hilarious text and cartoon illustrations make readers, of any age, ask, "Is there another book just like this?" 

Frankie Stein by Lola M. Schaefer, illustrated by Kevan Atteberry (Marshall Cavendish Children's Books, 2007). 
Frankie Stein is a cute baby, but his parents fear he will never be as scary as they are — until they learn to see him for the unique Stein that he is in this humorous story. 32 pages. 
George Washington's Cows by David Small (Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 1997). 
Coddled cows upstairs, pigs running the household and lecturing sheep — is it any wonder that George Washington fled home to brave frosty Delaware? Told in rollicking verse and virtuoso watercolors, Small's book is a model of economy of line and narrative moving so fast you don't have time to wonder or stop chuckling. 40 pages. 

The Giant Hug by Sandra Horning, illustrated by Valeri Gorbachev (Random House Children's Books, 2005). 
Owen sends Granny a hug. He hugs Mr. Nevin at the Post Office, who hugs Mrs. Porter, who hugs someone else ... all the way to Granny. The humor associated with each hug passing appeals immensely to children. 32 pages. 

Hi! Fly Guy by Tedd Arnold (Scholastic, 2006). 
Buzz meets a fly that can say his name and decides it should be his pet. Trying to convince his parents and the judges at a pet contest is another story. 32 pages. 

I Lost My Bear by Jules Feiffer (HarperCollins,1998). 
Comic-style pictures and uproarious text keep kids interested. Is it possible for a few words and squiggles to convey both humor and emotion? Presto, chango! Jules Feiffer does the impossible! 37 pages. 
Reading Level: Ages 4-8, Read Aloud: 2-6, Read Alone: 6-8. 

Lilly's Purple Plastic Purse by Kevin Henkes (Greenwillow, 1996). 
Lilly's pride in her new purse overrides her patience and brings her into conflict with her teacher, whom she loves. Ambivalent emotions, perfectly depicted. 32 pages. 

Oops! by Alan Katz, illustrated by Edward Koren (Margaret K. McElderry, 2008). 
If you have a fan of humorous verse in the vein of Jack Prelutsky or Shel Silverstein, crack open Oops! by Alan Katz. He writes poetry based on the wild antics of his four children. Topics such as leaving fingerprints, fighting with siblings, waiting for the school bus and more fill the pages. Oops! features 100 of his hilarious poems with rhymes that will tickle your kid's funny bone all summer long. 176 pages. 


Sally and the Some-Thing by George O'Connor (Roaring Brook Press, 2006). 
One boring morning, Sally decides to go fishing and meets a slimy, slithery "some-thing." Sally is thrilled, and together they do things like make mud pies and have burping contests. Unexpected and beautifully illustrated, this book is a sure delight. 32 pages. 

Smash! Mash! Crash! There Goes the Trash! by Barbara Odanaka, illustrated by Will Hillenbrand (Simon & Schuster, 2006). 
This book opens simply enough, with two piglets waking up to the pre-dawn sounds of the garbage men making their rounds. The emphasis in these early pages is on the noises made by the trucks, rumbling and roaring like "dragons snoring." But then the focus turn to the actual garbage — rotten eggs, apple cores, diapers, and so on. Odanaka isn't afraid to be realistic; her smiley garbage men wear "Greasy gloves . . .sticky boots . . .stains a-plenty on their suits," and there are flies "a-buzzin' by the dozen." Will Hillenbrand's vivid ink and egg tempera illustrations bring all these stinky details to life — including the truck itself, which gobbles up everything with gusto. There's a definite gross-out element to the book, but Odanaka's rhyming text and enthusiastic look at an important job make this entirely suitable for small children. 32 pages. 

So, What's It Like to Be a Cat? by Karla Kuskin, illustrated by Betsy Lewin (Atheneum Books for Young Readers, 2005). 
The private lives of cats are explored in this question-and-answer exchange between a precocious young boy and an extremely smart cat. Young readers will be attracted to the rhythmic language and realistic illustrations from the cat's viewpoint. 32 pages. 

Tacky and the Winter Games by Helen Lester and Lynn Munsinger (Houghton Mifflin, 2007). 
Everyone is penguin-crazy these days. Who can resist these lovable winter birds? Tacky and his friends have been around since 1990 and, in this newest volume, form Team Nice Icy Land to compete in the Winter Games. Tacky learns that being on a team takes hard work and dedication. The challenge here is to keep from laughing out loud with your child at the silly antics of Tacky and his friends. Hilarious and raucous fun. 32 pages. 

There Was an Old Lady Who Swallowed Fly Guy by Tedd Arnold (Cartwheel Books, 2007). 
Here's a creative spin on the classic tale of the old woman who swallowed a fly. It's highly recommended by first-graders; the pictures help students decode words they otherwise may not know, thereby building their reading confidence. 32 pages. 

Worm Gets a Job by Kathy Caple (Candlewick Press, 2004). 
The cartoon-strip organization of the book guides young readers through the text. They enjoyed following the word bubbles to find out what job the young worm would take on. Children giggled at the results of the worm's search for employment. 

